
Jamie O'Rourke and the Big Potato  

 

  

 

Students in First through Fourth Grades will practice reading and writing skills as well as 

following directions and speaking skills through an interactive videoconferencing project. 
 

Here is the proposed activity… 

 

Pre-Videoconference Preparation: 

 Read  and discuss Jamie O'Rourke and the Big Potato by Tomie dePaola in your classroom 

 Create a potato man or woman using the file with the parts and potato outline *** You only need to use the 

potato outline - you can add your own accessories!*** 

o      Use this file (PDF) if you want to cut out parts and have students glue on 

o      Use this file (Word 2007) if you would like to create the man on the computer by cutting and 

pasting parts 

 Write directions for another group to create a replica of your potato man or woman 

 Send your directions to your partner so the other class can create your potato man or woman before 

your videoconference.** 

 

**Need help with transmitting materials during your introduction? Contact Susan Neale at 

sneale@mail.nasboces.org for how-to’s on sharing 2- and 3-D materials. Digital materials may be shared either by 

sending the content over your VC unit or by using a computer with a preset set on the computer screen. Non-digital 

materials (2- or 3-D materials) can be shared by positioning the materials under a document camera or placing the 

material (2-D picture/photo only) on an easel and setting a zoomed-in preset. 

  

Videoconference Activity: 

 5 min - introduce yourselves (2-3 minute presentation by each class) 

 5 min - share favorite part of the story 

 10 min - each group gives directions 

http://elearningconnect.pbworks.com/f/taterhead.pdf
http://elearningconnect.pbworks.com/f/taterhead+Word+2007.docx


 15 min - each group will share their potato man/woman 

o look for similarities 

o look for differences 

 5 min -  question and answer 

 

  

Additional Resources 

Here are some additional resources that you might want to check out! 

 Welcome to Tomie.com 

 Happy Birthday Tomie dePaola 

 Jamie O'Rourke Reference Books Game Lesson 

 Use an Irish Folk Tale to Teach Cause and Effect 

 Use an Irish Folk Tale to Teach Characterization 

 Create Your Own Mr. Potato Head online 

  

 *** If a class cannot participate, please let me know as soon as possible so I can make other arrangements 

for another class to participate.*** 

  

 

http://www.tomie.com/
http://www.happybirthdayauthor.com/2007/09/happy-birthday-tomie-depaola-september.html
http://lms.jefferson.k12.ky.us/fdf/Lessons/jorb.pdf
http://primary-school-lesson-plans.suite101.com/article.cfm/use_an_irish_folk_tale_to_teach_cause_and_effect
http://primary-school-lesson-plans.suite101.com/article.cfm/use_an_irish_folk_tale_to_teach_characterization
http://www.salem.k12.va.us/south/kids/potato/potato.htm

